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Peonies – Chinese Resources (Primary Documents) (chronological order) 
 
Shu Yuanyu 舒元輿 (791-835). “Mudan fu 牡丹賦 [Rhapsody of peonies].” In Zhongguo mu  

dan: Pei yu yu jian shang ji wen hua yuan yuan 中國牡丹: 培育與鑒賞及文化淵源 
[The Peonies of China: Cultivation, appreciation and cultural origins]. Ed. Wang 
Gaochao 王高潮 and Liu Zhongjian 劉仲健. Beijing: Zhongguo lin ye chu ban she, 
2000, front matter, n.p. 

 
Bai Juyi白居易 (722-846). “Mudan fang牡丹芳 [Fragrance of peonies].” In Hua wenhua花

文化 [Flower culture]. Ed. Guo Rong 郭榕. Beijing: Zhongguo jingji chubanshe, 
1995,120. 

 
Yu Xuanji 魚玄機 (842-872). “Mai can mudan 賣殘牡丹 (Selling Leftover Peonies).” In 

Autumn Willows: Poetry by Women of China's Golden Age, Trans. Bannie Chow and 
Thomas Cleary. Ashland, Ore.: Story Line Press, 2003, 107. 

 
[Monk] Zhongshu 仲殊 (11th century). Yuezhong huapin 越中花品 [Grading flowers in the 

Yue region]. 986 
 
Li Gefei 李格非 (c.1045-c.1105). Luoyang ming yuan ji 洛陽名園記 [Record of famous 

gardens in Luoyang]. Edited by Leng Wen 冷文, Cao Fashun 曹法舜, Dong Yinsehng
董寅生 and Chen Wanxu 陳萬緒. Luoyang: Luoyang shizhi bianzuan weiyuanghui, 
1983. 

 
Ouyang Xiu 歐陽修 (1007-1072). Luoyang mudan ji 洛陽牡丹記 [Record of peonies in 

Luoyang]. 1034. Reprint, Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1985. 
  
-----. Luoyang mudan tushi 洛陽牡丹圖詩 [Poem inscribed on the picture of peonies in 

Luoyang]. c.1044. In Gujin hebi shilei biyao: bieji 古今合璧事類備要: 别集, Edited 
by Xie Weixin 謝維新 (jinshi 1202). In Siku quanshu. Hong Kong: iTVentures 
Limited, 2002, 24.7-8. 

 
Qiu Xuan 丘璿 (jinshi 1027). Mudan rongru zhi 牡丹榮辱誌 [Record of the honor and 

disgrace of peonies]. Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1985. 
 
Li Ying 李英 (active1045). Wuzhong huapin 吳中花品 [Grading flowers in the Wu region]. 

1045. 
 
Zhang Xun 張峋 (active late 11th century). Luoyang huapu 洛陽花譜 [Manual of flowers in 

Luoyang].  
 
Zhou Shihou 周師厚 (jinshi 1053). Luoyang huamu ji 洛陽花木記 [Record on the flowers 

and trees in Luoyang].1082. Reprint, Beijing: Huaxia chubanshe, 1999. 
 
-----. Luoyang huamu ji 洛陽牡丹記 [Record on the peonies in Luoyang].In vol. 3 of Biji 

xiaoshuo daguan wubian 筆記小說大觀五編. Taipei: Xinxing shuju, 1974. 
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Zhang Bangji 張邦基 (active 1131-1148). Chenzhou mudan ji 陳州牡丹記 [Record on the 
peonies in Chenzhou]. In vol. 3 of Biji xiaoshuo daguan wubian 筆記小說大觀五編. 
Taipei: Xinxing shuju, 1974. 

 
Hu Yuanzhi 胡元質 (jinshi 1148). Mudan ji 牡丹記 [Record of peonies].  
 
Lu You陸遊 (1125-1210). Tianpeng mudan pu天彭牡丹譜 [Manual of peonies in Tianpeng]. 

1178. In vol. 4 of Biji xiaoshuo daguan wubian 筆記小說大觀五編. Taipei: Xinxing 
shuju, 1974. 

 
Yao Sui 姚燧 (1238-1313). “Xu mudan 序牡丹 [Preface to peonies].” In Mu’an ji 牧菴集 

[Collected writings by Yao Sui]. Taipei: Commercial Press, 1965. 
 
Peonies – English Resources 
 
Bickford, Maggie. Ink plum: the making of a Chinese scholar-painting genre. Cambridge  

[England]: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 
 
Egan, Ronald. “The Peony’s Allure: Botanical treatises and floral beauty.” In The Problem of  

Beauty: Aesthetic thought and pursuits in Northern Song dynasty China. Harvard East 
Asian Monographs 271. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006: 109-161.   

 
Harrist, Robert E., Jr. Painting and private life in eleventh-century China: Mountain villa by  

Li Gonglin. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1998.  
 
Hearn, Maxwell K. “Pien Lu: Peacock and peonies.” The Metropolitan Museum of Art  

Bulletin 53 (Fall 1995): 76. 
 
Knapp, Sandra. Potted histories: an artistic voyage through plant exploration. London: 

Scriptum Editions, 2003.   
 
Koehn, Alfred. “Chinese Flower Symbolism.” Monumenta Nipponica 8 (1/2) (1952): 

121-146. 
 
Kubo Teruyuki 久保輝幸. “The Problem of Identifying Mudan and the Tree Peony in Early 

China.” Asian Medicine 5(1) (2009):108-145. 
 
Li Xiangping 李向平, and Shao Da 邵達. Flower-and-bird Painting in Ancient China. Beijing: 

China International Press, 2007. 
 
Needham, Joseph et al., Science and Civilisation in China, vol. 6, Biology and Biological 

Technology, Part I: Botany. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986, 394-409. 
 
Steuber, Jason, ed. “Cat, Rock, and Peonies / Anonymous.” In China: 3000 years of art and 

literature. New York: Welcome Books, 2007,17-18.  
 

Yonezawa Yoshiho. Flower and Bird Painting of the Sung Dynasty. Trans. Miyamoto 
Shozaburo. London: Faber and Faber, 1961. 
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Valder, Peter. The Garden Plants of China. Portland, Or.: Timber Press, 1999. 
 
Peonies – Chinese Resources (Secondary Documents) 
 
Cui Jin 崔錦. “Qian Xuan huaniao tu juan 錢選花鳥圖卷 [Handscroll of flowers and birds by 

Qian Xuan].” Wenwui 文物 (Cultural Relics) (1978.09). 
 
Li Jiajue 李嘉珏. Zhongguo mudan yu shaoyao 中國牡丹與芍藥 [Chinese peonies]. Beijing: 

Zhongguo linye chubanshe, 1999. 
 
Li Lengwen 李冷文. Mudan gushi xuan 牡丹古詩選 [Selected classical poetry of peonies]. 

Zhengzhou: Henan renmin chubanshe, 1985. 
 
Li Xiangli 李向麗. “Nongzhuang danmo zong xiangyi – guanyu mudan de hua濃妝淡抹總相

宜——關于牡丹的畫 [Heavy make-up or slightly brushed are both appropriate – 
about paintings of peonies].” Wenshi zhishi 文史知識 (1998.12):109-112. 

 
-----. “Shi lun mudan huihua yishu de fazhan ji mingjia tedian 試論牡丹繪畫藝術的發展及

名家特點 [An attempt to discuss on the development of techniques in painting 
peonies and characteristics of famous masters].” Journal of Henan Institute of 
Education (Philosophy and Social Sciences)河南教育學院學報(哲學社會科學版) 
26(110) (2007.6): 119-120, 129. 

 
Luo Hong 羅紅. “Zhongguo mudan hua de lishi jidian yu dangdai chuangxin 中國牡丹畫的

歷史積淀與當代創新 [Historical sentiments of Chinese peony paintings and 
contemporary creations].” Journal of the Staff and Workers University 職大學報 
(2007.01):83-84. 

 
Luo Shiping羅世平. “Guan Wang Gongshu mu bihua mudan luyan tu xiaoji觀王公淑墓壁畫

牡丹蘆雁圖小記 (Some Notes on the Mural Painting of Wang Gongshi’s Tomb).” 
Wenwu 文物 (Cultural Relics) (1996.8). 

 
Ren Jian 任見. “Mudan hua shihua 牡丹畫史話 [History of peony paintings].” Mudan 牡丹 

4 (2010): 49-54. 
 
Wang Gaochao 王高潮 and Liu Zhongjian 劉仲健 eds. Zhongguo mu dan: Pei yu yu jian  

shang ji wen hua yuan yuan 中國牡丹: 培育與鑒賞及文化淵源 [The Peonies of China: 
Cultivation, appreciation and cultural origins]. Beijing: Zhongguo lin ye chu ban she, 
2000. 
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